Tennessee Valley Presbytery 

Theological Examination Committee


Criteria for Exegetical Papers

(Current Dec 2007, clarified very slightly Jan 2011)

Note: Tennessee Valley Presbytery Now Tests Candidates Orally

in Both Greek and Hebrew

Talk to the Chairman of the Theological Examination Committee and receive your assigned portions of Scripture. You will be writing one exegetical paper which deals with both Greek and Hebrew. You will pay careful attention to the use of the Old Testament passage by the New Testament writer. You will need to be able to discuss, using only a copy of the Greek and Hebrew texts, both the Greek text and the quoted Old Testament passage in the original Hebrew. You need to be able to translate and discuss in detail both the chapter (in Greek) from which your text is drawn, all of the quoted Hebrew verses, and the designated Hebrew chapter (if your text quotes or alludes to more than one passage). For example, if your text is Romans 4:1-8, you have three pertinent Hebrew verses: Genesis 15:6 and Psalm 32:1-2. If the Committee Chairman assigns Genesis 15 as part of your translational work, then you need to translate Romans 4, Genesis 15, and Psalm 32:1-2. In the sections you exegete, you need to be able to deal with the text on the level of intermediate grammar.

The purpose of this assignment is to give a clear exegesis and exposition of an assigned portions of Scripture. Your paper should demonstrate your ability to handle the Word of God in Greek and Hebrew as well as interpret the Old Testament in light of the New.

You will need to use significant commentaries, lexicons and other important resources to help you understand the passage, and show that you have used them. Your resources should be scholarly and up-to-date. Some resources may be old, but still standard references (such as Liddell and Scott), but please avoid dated or purely popular resources (Thayer’s or Vine’s, for example). Be sure to footnote any information you get from any sources. Include a bibliography. The paper is to be typed, double-spaced. This is a major paper and should be about 8-12 pages. It may not be substantially longer or shorter. Papers not meeting these criteria will not be accepted.

1. Your paper should deal with the assigned sections, in their contexts, of both the New and Old Testament.

2. Show how your section fits into the outline of the whole book and further develops the book's argument as a whole.

3. Give a single sentence stating the theme of the section you are examining.

4. Explain each verse in your passage, discussing any problems in the text, giving your understanding of each verse and what you conclude concerning the important difficulties with each verse (and why). The problems may include grammatical difficulties, definitions of words, theological doctrines, textual issues, etc. This may be done in a commentary style. This is the main portion of the paper. Show how the passage is organized.

5. Your paper should reflect an understanding of which issues are important for the interpretation of your passage and which are relatively minor. Your paper should also demonstrate an ability to sift information and weigh the assertions of other interpreters.

6. Give an expositional outline and state how the information from your passage should be applied today.
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